CHAPTER III
MTESZKO n. AND CASIMTR TIIJS RESTORER
SUCH astounding progress in the union and crystallization
of populations so diffused, and of provinces so difficult of
intercommunication, was too sudden to continue. Soon
after the death of Bolcslaw a reaction set in, and signs of
division and disaffection were manifested, of which the
seeds had been sown hy Boleslaw himself, in the manner
in which he partitioned his kingdom among his sons,
The eldest being illegitimate, the second son, Mimko II.,
had been named head of the kingdom ; but this prince
soon seized his brothers' territory and proclaimed himself
King of aU Poland.
Thus was ushered in a period of incessant turmoil for
the country. Bezprym, one of the brothers whom the
King had despoiled, sought refuge in the principality of
Kieff, where he planned the overthrow of Mieszko;
while in the meantime almost all die neighbouring rulers
seized the opportunity to invade Poland. The King's
own cousin, Stephen of Hungary, raided the Slovak
country, which province was lost to Poland thenceforth.
Subsequently Mieszko, as a counter-stroke to the alliance
between the Emperor Conrad II. and Canute of Den-
mark, was obliged to come to terms with Stephen, and
by the cession of the Slovak province in 1027 obtained
his co-operation in an expedition against the Germans.
Their joint forces raided the Emperor's territory as far
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